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Elul Zman

Electrical New Sefer

Welcome to our Elul 5785/2025 Newsletter distributed to over 7,000 alumni of the Yeshiva.
We are delighted to share with you a brief overview of the recent summer zman.

Once again we are pleased to report that the Elul 
Zman has commenced with the Yeshiva full to its 
capacity. A seating plan was made for davening places 
for the zman and it required about fifteen extra seats 
to be added over and above all the regular places. This 
brings the total seats in the Beis Hamedrash to 421. 
Likewise, the Dining Room had to be rearranged and 

extra furniture had to be added to the Rosh Hayeshiva’s 
Shiur Room. Rabbi Feld’s Shiur has also enjoyed an 
increase in Talmidim.

Horav S Feld and Horav B Fierstone are now giving 
shmuezen on a regular basis; Rabbi Fierstone to the 
Third and Fourth Shiurim and Rabbi Feld to part of the 
Fifth Shiur.

After recent surveys and electrical testing it has been 

decided that improved lighting, emergency lighting and 

nightlights should be installed in the corridors of the 

dormitory block. The project will consist of 170 light 

fittings and 30 emergency light fittings which will also 

act as nightlights. All the existing wiring will have to be 

renewed to ensure that all the earthing requirements 

are up to date. This project will be undertaken by the GY 

alumni association.

A further ספר from the Rosh 
Hayeshiva’s כתבים has 
now been published 
on נדרים  It has .מס’ 
been distributed 
worldwide and 
is in much 
demand by 
T a l m i d i m 
and תורה .מרביצי

Honouring our former
dedicated Secretaries 

The Hanholo שליט”א took a decision to honour the 
memories of our former dedicated Secretaries Reb 
Naftoli Wagschal ע”ה and Mr. Stanley Esofsky ע”ה
who both served the Yeshiva valiantly; Mr. Wagschal 
for thirty years, after which he emigrated to America 
and Mr. Esofsky for over fifty years until his passing. 
Under their stewardship the Yeshiva flourished 
during which thousands of Talmidim passed through 
its portal. ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

נא להתפלל עבור הרה”ג ר’ עזריאל בן קילא שליט”א
לרפואה שלימה בקרוב

 from the Rosh 
 has כתבים

now been published 
. It has 
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Illuminations 
Alumni

Take us inside the Gateshead Yeshiva you remember. 
Mr Katz:  When I joined in 1960, the Yeshiva estate 

comprised only 177 and 179 Bewick Road. The 
management had begun acquiring further properties 
on Rectory Road and the project to construct the new 
Beis Hamedrash at 88 Windermere St was also being 
considered.

Generally speaking, the buildings were in a poor state 
of repair. I can recall a flooded basement that you didn’t 
dare approach, frost on the inside of the window panes 
in winter, and the gas fires that kept us warm. (We used 
that facility to toast sausages and bread when we went 
hungry. Food was definitely a challenge!)

Gashmiyus notwithstanding, my time in Yeshiva 
provided me with significant foundations for life. I 
gained a tremendous respect for the members of the 
Hanhola: both R’ Leibs, the Menahel R’ Eliezer Kahan, 
the Mashgiach R’ Moshe Schwab, and R’ Zev Cohen, 
zecher tzadikim livrocho.

Coming as I did from Cardiff and having only attended 
non-Jewish schools, my mentality was very different. But 
the Menahel’s warmth pulled me in. We spent a lot of 
time in conversation as he helped me find my feet in the 
unfamiliar Yeshiva world. He often chose me to daven 
far’n omud, giving me the confidence to lead a tzibur. 

I attended 2nd and 3rd shiur, which took place in 
the Rectory Road shiur rooms and were delivered by 
Menahel and R’ Zev Cohen. The Michtav M’Eliyohu 
shiurim delivered by Rav Mordechai Miller zt’l to the 
more mature bochurim made an especially lasting 
impression on me. I still remember some of them today.

I deeply value the friendships I formed in Yeshiva. 
Incredibly, 65 years later, I attend a shiur together with 
three contemporaries from my time in Yeshiva. That is 
remarkable and testament to the strength of friendship 
that I was fortunate to create during those formative 
years. 

A final memory: in those days you wouldn’t buy a train 
ticket to travel to and from Yeshiva – you’d hitchhike. 
The A1 was at the bottom of Bewick Road (by the 
Swallow Hotel), and that took you to London. But if you 
were trying to hitchhike to Cardiff, you had to know your 
geography well. If you were offered a trip to Hereford, 
you had to know whether or not to accept!  

Rabbi Dzialowski: Yeshiva was at a turning point when 
I arrived. It was running at absolute capacity. Some may 
recall the temporary mezzanine floor set up in the Beis 
Hamedrash to accommodate the number of bochurim. 
The construction of the Tiferes Yonoson extension and 
Sebba House wing followed, relieving the pressure. 

There were other changes, too. The Mashgiach R’ 
Matisyohu zt”l left for Lakewood during my time in 
Yeshiva. I vividly remember him davening on Yomim 
Noroim. It was a majestic, historic and world-class, 
an awe inspiring davening that I will never forget. R’ 
Gershon Fordsham succeeded him.  

The shiurim were relatively small, apart from the 
Rosh Hayeshiva’s shiur which had over 200 bochurim. R’ 
Ezriel’s shiur was very much the bridge from school to 
Yeshiva, providing the foundations for Gemara learning. 
By the time a bochur entered the Rosh Yeshiva’s shiur he 
was very much “in the deep end”. 

Hechover R’ Yitzchok Katz was born 
in 1943 in South Wales, and lived in 
Cardiff until 1960, when he left to attend 

Gateshead Yeshiva until 1962. After 
completing his studies at UCL he settled in 

London, and is a member of GGBH / Munks.

Alongside his professional work, Mr Katz has devoted 
major efforts to the Klal. He played central roles in his 
work with the Gateshead Yeshiva Alumni Association 
and the internationally renowned Donor Advised Fund 
‘Achisomoch Aid Company’. Both endeavours have 
yielded immeasurable benefit to the Yeshiva over the 
span of more than five decades.

Rabbi Boruch Dzialowski grew up 
in Golders Green and attended 
Hasmonean, following which he 

entered Gateshead Yeshiva in 1995. In 
1999 he progressed to Mir in Yerushalayim, 

where he was a talmid of R’ Refoel Shmulevitz. 

Whilst gaining semicha he did shimush by Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Ullman and Rav Nosson Kopshitz. 
Today, Rabbi Dzialowski serves as the Rov and 
Rosh Kollel of Kehillas Darchei Yitzchok in 
Ramat Beit Shemesh, and delivers shiurim in his 
community and numerous seminaries. He is highly 
sought after for psak and advice.

We proudly present interviews and reminiscences with two respected alumni of Gateshead Yeshiva.

By Yoni Klajn
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While I was in R’ Zev’s shiur, I was fortunate to be 
part of a select few who heard regular from R’ Chaim 
Ozer. This was a privilege (seeing as we were not in 
kibbutz) and I still have treasure the notes I have 
from those chaburos.  

I was fortunate to develop a very close connection 
to R’ Yosef Aharon Oppenheimer. Memorably, he 
attended and spoke at my chasuna, which was very 
special. 

How did Gateshead Yeshiva shape you and your 
life’s journey and contribute to the person you have 
become today?

Mr Katz: My time in Yeshiva was central to 
everything I am today. First and foremost, I gained 
an appreciation for learning and its centrality to life. 
Today I attend a number of shiurim including Omud 
Yomi and I have chavrusas too. Yeshiva taught me 
how to learn and how to remember my learning. My 
experience ensured that my son and grandsons went 
to Yeshiva too.

After leaving Yeshiva I was one of the key founders 
of the Torah Corps, a forerunner of SEED. In some 
communities, when people left school, their Torah 
learning ended there. My worldview was influenced 
by Gateshead Yeshiva to understand that proper 
shiurim must be an integral part of one’s day, and I 
wanted to share that with others.

Yeshiva also nurtured my respect for talmidei 
chachomim. I recall sitting with the top kibbutz boys 
at meal times and being so impressed. 

Friends for life is something that Yeshiva provided 
me with. Coming from Cardiff where my school 
contemporaries were not Jewish, my Yeshiva friends 
were vital to my development as a person and 
became an invaluable part of my life.

Finally, the learning of mussar and observing 
the way the Hanhola conducted themselves was 
instructive. As a subscriber to the ‘Torah im derech 
eretz’ doctrine, I learned so much from being in the 
orbit of such great people. Although I didn’t have 
much contact with the two ‘Reb Leibs’, I gained a lot 
from watching them as people. 

Rabbi Dzialowski: Through being connected to the 
Hanhola – people of such tremendous stature – my 
life was immeasurably changed. As well as being 
world class talmidei chachomim, they are a bridge 
to a glorious era of Gedolei Yisrael. Through the 
Rosh Yeshiva we ‘touched’ R’ Leib and the Brisker 
Rov. Through R’ Yosef Aharon we connected to R’ 
Leib Lopian, and through R’ Matisyohu we gained an 

appreciation for mussar giant R’ Elya Lopian. 

Torah is given b’mesorah, and through the 
Hanhola we were granted a connection to the 
previous generation. It is quite literally the glorious 
shalsheles of mesorah – our unbroken chain of 
transmission – in action. 

I also feel that once a Gateshead talmid, always 
a Gateshead talmid. It’s a shtempel and a sense of 
belonging that remains with me for life. When the 
Yeshiva held a reunion Shabbos a few years ago, a 
member of my Kehilla flew in specially. He hadn’t 
been back for 40 years but he still felt a connection 
strong enough to compel him to make the journey 
and retrace his steps back to his beloved Yeshiva. 
You may leave Gateshead, but Gateshead doesn’t 
leave you – it’s an everlasting connection. I am 
forever a Gateshead talmid. It defines me and the 
work I do every day. 

That sense of connection extends also to the 
chaverim I had in Yeshiva. We remain close until 
today, keeping a kesher and attending each other’s 
simchas. 

What would you tell a younger version of yourself 
entering Gateshead Yeshiva today?

Mr Katz: Go for it! Learn as much as you can. Make 
as many friends as you can. Try to get private time 
with the hanhola. Learn the other important things 
in life, hanhogo, how to behave. Make sure to keep 
up friendships even after you leave Yeshiva. Look 
at Yeshiva as a preparation for the world out there. 
Think of it as a community, asking yourself, “What 
can I do to contribute and give of myself to this 
community?” You are privileged to be able to go to 
the top Yeshiva in Europe, if not the world. Make the 
most of it.

Rabbi Dzialowski:  Appreciate the zechus you 
have. The Rosh Yeshiva shlit”a is a living Sefer Torah 
who inhabits the daled amos shel halacha bilvad. 
Even if a bochur doesn’t form a close, day-to-day 
connection, the fact that he is being mekabel Torah 
from an odom hashalem of his stature has to be 
appreciated for life.

These years shape you. Your shidduch, your future, 
your every success is dependent on these years when 
you have no concerns in life other than learning. 
And there’s very little distractions in Gateshead. The 
Yeshiva has everything provided on site to ensure 
that bochurim can learn uninterrupted in the koslei 
Beis Hamedrash without diversions. It is an oasis of 
Torah.
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לידידי ותלמידי הישיבה הקדושה שיחיו

ודברך  אמת  אלקים  אתה  “כי  מוסיפים  ר”ה  תפילת  בנוסח 
ההבטחה  על  דקאי  האבודרהם  ומפרש  לעד”,  וקים  אמת 
של גאולה העתידה, שאנו מתפללים שהקב”ה יאמת אותה 
הבטחה. וצריך לבאר למה דוקא בראש השנה מתפללים על 

הגאולה בנוסח זה.

וישעי”,  אורי  ה’  “לדוד  יום  בכל  פעמיים  אומרים  אלו  בימים 
ואיתא במדרש ‘אורי זה ראש השנה’, ומבאר הגה”צ רבי צדוק 

הכהן זצ”ל בספר פרי צדיק )ר”ה אות כ”ז( ע”פ הפסוק 
השנה  דבראש  ינחוני’  המה  ואמתך  אורך  ‘שלח 

הקב”ה כביכול שולח אורו לכל אחד ואחד ובא 
הארה של גילוי מלכות שמים בלב כל ישראל 
ודייקא  בהקב”ה.  אמיתית  להכרה  וזוכים 
‘אורי’ ולא לאחר, דבראש השנה מגיע האור 
לכל אחד, וכמו שמביא המדרש שם, דבנהוג 

והכל  שלו  בפלטין  מדליק  אדם  שבעולם 
משתמשין לאורה, אבל הקב”ה בורא את האור 

אל  ושונאי  יראו  בני  לאורו,  רואין  אינן  והרשעים 
בני  בכל שעה אבל  קיים  והביאור, דאע”ג דהאור  יראו. 

אדם יושבים בחשך ולא מגיע אליהם האור, אבל בר”ה האיר 
בכל לב גלוי כבוד מלכותו. הפסוק ממשיך ‘המה ינחוני’, שזה 
ע”י  רק  ולנהוג  העבודה של מלכיות לקבל על עצמו לחיות 

האור והאמת הזה.

כתוב בתהלים “אשרי העם יודעי תרועה ה’ באור פניך יהלכון” 

והיינו כמבואר  הזה,  זוכים להכרת האור  דע”י תקיעת שופר 
ברמב”ם )פ”ג מהל’ תשובה הל’ ד’( דהשופר מרמז ‘עורו ישנים 
משנתכם וכו’ וזכרו בוראכם’ דזה כח של היום ובפרט כח של 
שופר  תקיעת  ולכן  יתעלה.  בהבורא  ולהכיר  לזכור  השופר 
כ”ו ע”א, דבשעת תקיעות  נחשב כלפנים במבואר בר”ה דף 
שבלב  מלכותו  גילוי  הארת  ע”י  להקב”ה  מתקרבים  שופר 
כל אחד באותה שעה. ועי’ בשפ”א )תרס”ה( דמצות תקיעת 
השופר הוי כנגד מצוה של עלייה לרגל בג’ רגלים, דבאותה 
זמן יש קורבא להקב”ה כעלייה לרגל וככניסה למקדש ממש, 

עיי”ש.

ובזה א”ש הא דראש השנה הוא יום ראשון של 
עשי”ת הגם דלא מזכירים חטא ולא מתוודים 
בר”ה, אלא בזה דראש השנה הוא ‘יום תשובה 
הרמב”ם  )לשון  משכחתם’  אדם  בני  והערת 
מלכותו  אמיתית  בלבנו  ושיקבע  במו”נ( 
לכל  וההתחלה  היסוד  הוי  זו  עלייה  יתברך, 

סדר התשובה.

ולכן י”ל דדוקא בראש השנה דמאיר בלבנו הכרה 
ראוי  אז  אמת’,  ודברך  אמת  אלקים  ‘אתה  של  אמיתית 

להתפלל דהקב”ה יאמת הבטחה זו ונזכה לגאולה שלמה.

יה”ר שנזכה כולנו לשנת גאולה וישועה, שנה טובה ומתוקה 
לנו ולכל ישראל אמן.

 בידידות,
ברוך משה 

Horav Boruch Moshe Cymerman שליט”א

•	 Rosh Hayeshiva שליט”א for the recent חתונות of his 
grandchildren in ארץ ישראל and America

•	 Horav Mordechai Yosef Karnowsky שליט”א for his 
grandchildren’s חתונות in ארץ ישראל

•	 Horav Chaim Ozer Gurwicz שליט”א for his granddaughter’s 
ארץ ישראל in חתונה

•	 Horav Eliyohu Gurwicz שליט”א on the birth of a grandson 
to Rabbi and Mrs. Menachem Ehrentreu

•	 Horav Dovid Krausz שליט”א for his daughter’s חתונה

•	 Horav Yaakov Yehuda Rosenbaum שליט”א for his son’s בר 
 and his son’s engagement מצוה

•	 Horav Simcha Feld שליט”א for his son’s בר מצוה

•	 Horav Benzion Fierstone שליט”א for his twin sons’ בר מצוה

•	 Horav Chaim Grunwald שליט”א for his daughter’s חתונה

•	 Mr. Shimon Guttentag for his grandson’s בר מצוה in 
Gateshead

•	 Mr. Chaim Karniol for his son’s בר מצוה

•	 Mr. Yehuda Schleider for his son’s חתונה

•	 Mr. Avi Merel for his son’s בר מצוה

Register to receive the 

please register your interest by 
emailing parshasheet@gyalumni.org

by the Rosh HaYeshiva שליט”א 
Weekly Dvar Torah 

in English
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Futurethe
Shaping

On Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar, Gateshead Yeshiva hosted 
an intimate fundraising dinner in London, bringing together 
Rabbonim, alumni, supporters, and friends for an evening 
that highlighted the enduring strength of the Yeshiva and 
the close kesher shared by all those connected to it.

The event opened with heartfelt words from R’ Shaul 
Bodner, who spoke about the Yeshiva’s far-reaching 
impact — not only on its talmidim, but on their families and 
communities. He emphasised that supporting the Yeshiva 
is not merely an act of gratitude, but a shared achrayus — a 
responsibility that rests on all those whose lives have been 
shaped by its clarity and mesorah-driven approach.

A powerful video was shown during the evening, offering 
a clear and uplifting picture of where the Yeshiva stands 
today. It highlighted the leadership of a younger generation 
of Rabbonim, that have joined the Yeshiva faculty in recent 
years.  The strong kesher with each talmid, the support 
both in and outside the shiurim and the Beis Hamedrash 
and the ongoing commitment to the values and standards 
that have defined Gateshead Yeshiva throughout the 
decades. The message was clear: the Yeshiva is not simply 
continuing — it is shaping the future with strength and 
purpose.

The guest address was delivered by a staunch alumnus 
Rav Moshe Dovid Perelman, Rav of Zichron Moshe Shul 
and Rosh Kollel Baalei Batim in Zurich. Rav Perelman 
spoke with insight and appreciation about the unique role 
the Yeshiva continues to play in the Torah world and the 
chinuch in our generation . He highlighted its stability, its 
clarity, and the kind of Talmid it produces — grounded, 
serious, and deeply committed to a life of Torah. His words 

resonated strongly with the many alumni and supporters 
in the room.

Musical highlights throughout the evening were led by 
Chazan R’ Yisroel Adler from Eretz Yisroel. His warm and 
stirring vocals added greatly to the uplifting atmosphere, 
but it was his emotionally charged grammen that left a 
particularly strong impression. Drawing on familiar tunes 
from Yeshiva days, he delivered a heartfelt message about 
collective responsibility, urging the crowd to recognise 
the opportunity and obligation to step up and support the 
Yeshiva’s ongoing work. It was moving, memorable, and 
perfectly captured the ruach of the evening.

The pledge campaign, led by R’ Aryeh Melinek, was met 
with a generous and enthusiastic response. The outpouring 
of support was not only financial — it was emotional, 
personal, and proud. Attendees understood that they 
weren’t just giving to a cause; they were standing with their 
Yeshiva and collectively helping to alleviate the financial 
burden of the Rosh Yeshiva and Hanholoh.

The climax of the evening was the keynote address 
delivered by the Rosh HaYeshiva, HoRav Avrohom Gurwicz 
Shlita.  Delivered to a spellbound audience, the Rosh 
HaYeshiva spoke on the theme of Tikkun Hamidos during 
the days of the Omer.  His passionate Divrei Chizuk made 
their mark on the captive listeners and ensured that the 
attendees left the event uplifted and inspired to maintain 
and renew their connection and commitment to the 
Yeshiva.

Thanks are due to the dedicated alumni committee, 
whose tireless work b’H facilitated the event’s success. 

GATESHEAD YESHIVA’S 
LONDON DINNER:
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5
 Motze Shabbos 6th - Sunday 7th December 

Y E M E I  L I M M U D

מסכת יבמות - סוגיא עשה דוחה לא תעשה

We are excited to announce that this year’s Yemei 
Limmud will be with a refreshed format — join us for 
an inspiring Yom Limmud on Sunday, 7th December 
2025. 

We’re keeping the same high standard of limmud 
HaTorah  and achdus you know — just in a one-day 
format.

Travel from London & Manchester on Motzei 

Shabbos will be arranged, with accommodation 
available for those that require.

There will be a welcome buffet on Motzei Shabbos, 
and the main programme will begin on Sunday. 

 Full info and sign-up details will be available 
shortly after Yom Tov bez’H.

We look forward to welcoming you!

Hechover Reb Yitzchok Katz, featured elsewhere in 
this newsletter, has been instrumental in his support 
for the Yeshiva for a period stretching back over sixty 
years. As a joint founder of the Gateshead Yeshiva 
Alumni Association and a Founder Trustee of the 
Achisomoch Aid Company, he invested much 
time and effort over the years in setting 
up and running organisations that raised 
huge sums for the Yeshiva.  Additionally, 
he has always made himself available to 
provide support and assistance with the 
management of the Yeshiva.  Forever a 
Talmid of the Yeshiva, his Askonus has 
always been conducted with total respect 
for all the Rabbonei Hayeshiva, even those 
much younger than him, and this has set an 
example of התורה .to the next generation כבוד

As a mark of his longstanding and selfless devotion, 
several years ago the Yeshiva honoured Reb Yitzchok, 
with the Rosh HaYeshiva, together with Rabbi Yisroel 

Meir Greenberg, jointly bestowing upon him the title of 
Chover.  

Having resigned his trusteeship of Achisomoch not 
so long ago, Reb Yitzchok recently informed us of his 

intention to step down from his leadership of 
the Gateshead Yeshiva Alumni Association, 

handing over the reins to the next generation.  

We are encouraged by his intention 
to continue his contact with the Alumni 
whenever required.

The Hanholas Hayeshiva take this 
opportunity to express their utmost הכרת

 to Reb Yitzchok for his unstinting הטוב
loyalty over the years - בשיבה ינובון עוד

יהיו ורעננים  always זכותים May his many  .דשנים
stand him in good stead, and may he enjoy a long life of 
good health together with his family, with only נחת and 
עמו”ש .שמחות


