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A Shabbos to remember

| had a thousand excuses not to go. I'm an
accountant and it's smack in the middle of tax
season, it's a week before Purim, | am making a Bar
mitzvah the very next Shabbos,
it's a long and expensive trip

from Eretz Yisrael...

a thousand good reasons,
but the moment Yossi Perl
told me about the Shabbos
in Yeshiva | was hooked! So |
booked a ticket on Air France,
going to Newcastle via Paris.

And then, just a day before,
Air France decides to go on
strike! Baruch Hashem an
alternative is found, rerouted
to Amsterdam, and | am off to
Gateshead.

| start off from Bet Shemesh
on my own, find someone at

Ben Gurion also going, meet
up with another Gateshead
=%n in Amsterdam. This is what

ST 5Y must have been like, trickles becoming
rivulets growing into torrents of 7 Wwpaw'.

By Aron Epstein (Ramat Beit Shemesh)

time necessary to be courteous | dashed out, down

7

This shiur as well
the Rosh Yeshlua S
b9 ww on Sunday
more than anything
else represented to
me the real reason for
gathering together
for this Shabbos, No
matter who we are
and where we are, we
are all proud wrndSn of
Gateshead Yeshiva.”

| reach my host, and after spending the minimum

Coatsworth Road, Bewick Road, Grasmere Street
and there it is ImwTpm TN nw of Gateshead!
Yes, a little bit bigger than | remember.

| am sure everyone of you did

the same thing as | did; poke
your head into the w7 nn M3,
walk over the bridge to the
shiur rooms wander through
the dormitories looking for
your old bedroom occupied
now by a bunch of kids (my
goodness, since when did they
let such young people go to
Yeshiva!).

Friday morning after a nice
slow shacharis | finally get a
chance to greet the Rebbeim.
Those from my times, R’ Ezriel
X“v5w , a little whiter but as
ebullient as ever, R* Yosef
Aharon X“v>w and the Rosh
Yeshiva R’ Avrohom X“wow. |
get to meet the new (for me)

o337 and oMWy, | feel the decades just melt away.
Let’s not forget those departed but not less missed,
R’ Zev %31 and ©»r»> o»n 13 »ams, R* Matisyahu




Now | must admit, Yeshiva food wasn’t exactly as
| remembered it. | don’t remember catering by
Reichs, nor getting a huge care package stuffed
with all sorts of goodies when | was in yeshiva.
Sushi? Maybe the fat cat in the 931 got that when
supper wasn't so wonderful. ™ with 1N
nPMNG and a quick dip in the mikveh

(that didn’t change too much!) and to

mincha.

In the weeks leading up to this
Shabbos | heard from plenty of
naysayers who were playing down &4
the response level for the Shabbos.

To (mis)quote Uri Zohar, My friends,
you were sooo wrong!

The Beis Hamedrash was packed
from wall to wall and in the back
seemingly up to the rafters. Mincha
was followed by a mwaT of the Rosh
Yeshiva, you could have heard a pin drop.

Kabbolas Shabbos! Parshas Zachor! Each stanza
of ™17 n3% to another niggun! Truly unforgettable.
Just like old times.

The o that followed was a tour de force. It was

a chance to catch up with ©an and a trip down

memory lane. You could really feel the simcha of

being together once again in Yeshiva. It seemed

almost too much for everyone, how do you contain

such simcha? You don’t, you can’t, you break out
into spontaneous dancing, winding
around and around the tables,
chassidim and litvaks, businessmen
and rebbeim, young and old, all
joined in one big swirl.

Following the nTwyo we all packed
into the Yeshiva dining room for a
botte (yes, the Yeshiva has definitely
changed!) n7m ™37, warm singing
and nunT3. | stumbled back to my
host in a warm daze.

Personally, | found the highlight of

Shabbos day to be mwhw mmye. We
ate in the dining room, a little challah plus, and
zemiros. The time of Y177 XMyA, | am certain that
| wasn’t the only one who felt transported to a
higher, elevated plane, | didn’t want to leave go of
Shabbos, please let it go on forever!




maw W we heard a classic R’ Ezriel X“0w shiur
(of course with the 92w ©“nn). It was a sight to
see! All ages sitting on the benches and listening
avidly to his words. This shiur as well as the
Rosh Yeshiva's ™53 =W on Sunday more than
anything else represented to me the real reason
for gathering together for this Shabbos, No matter
who we are and where we are, we are all proud
Do of Gateshead Yeshiva.

Sunday morning, manw, choir practice (that was
sort of unexpected, But fun!), morning 370 and
then 553 . | tried my best to follow along but
it was hard not to want to gaze at the huge crowd
intensely following along.

And then the grand finale. A crisp cold but
unusually sunny day, the grand processional of
the nmn =90 nEIan. Down Bewick Road, across
Rydal Street and down Windemere Street. Up the

steps into the w3 3. The place literally rocks!
Finally the festivities are brought to a quick close
by Totty ever conscious for the safety of everyone
who declares an end to the dancing as the floor
literally cannot support the weight of so many
dancing people.

Festivities continue with a gala banquet in a part
of Gateshead | never knew even existed. The
M7 was really incredible. Rabbi Gershon Miller
X“Uow chaired the affair, | was blown away by his
amazing talent. He had the whole place laughing,
crying and dancing.

His last line still rings in my ears.
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“Originally from London, Aron was a Talmid in yeshiva from Elul 1982 (5742) till Pesach 1987 (5747).
He is a qualified CPA and resides in Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
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for more information please email the yeshiva office at
gatesheadyeshiva@gmail.com or call 0191 477 2616




