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Speak to the entire assembly of Klal Yisroel, saying: On the tenth of this month, they shall take for themselves
—each man —a lamb or kid for each father’s house. (Shemos 12:3)

Hashem commanded Klal Yisroel to set aside the Korban Pesach four days before Pesach. The year
they left Mitzrayim, the 10t of Nissan fell on Shabbos. In commemoration of this event, we honour
the Shabbos before Pesach as Shabbos HaGadol.

Chazal teach that Klal Yisroel's separation of the korban during these four days was part of the miracle
of redemption. The Mitzriyim saw their gods — lambs and young goats — tethered to the beds of Klal
Yisroel and asked, "What is the purpose of this?" The Yidden explained that these animals were being
prepared for slaughter as offerings to Hashem. The Mitzriyim became furious and wanted to harm
Klal Yisroel, but, miraculously, they were powerless to intervene. Therefore, Shabbos HaGadol
commemorates this great miracle.

The Midrash (Midrash Rabbah Bo 17:3) recounts that when Hashem commanded Moshe to offer the
Korban Pesach, Moshe questioned how they could endanger themselves in such a way. Similarly,
when Pharaoh suggested that Moshe allow Klal Yisroel to offer korbanos within the land of Mitzrayim
instead of travelling to the midbar, Moshe replied, 12'j77% 'n'7 N272 D¥YN NAYIA D ,]2 NiWYY7 |iD1 N7
19770' N71 DN'YY DNIYN NAYIM DX N2 |0, It is not proper to do so, for we will offer the deity of
Mitzrayim to Hashem, our G-d — behold, if we were to slaughter the deity of Mitzrayim in their sight,
will they not stone us? (8:22). Hashem responded to Moshe’s doubts by asserting that Klal Yisroel
would not be able to leave Mitzrayim unless they slaughtered the very animal that the Mitzriyim
worshipped, right in front of their eyes. This act was meant to demonstrate that the Mitzri god was
worthless. Thus, on the night when Klal Yisroel were consuming the Mitzriyim's god, the Mitzriyim
witnessed the death of their firstborns and the desecration of their deity, and they were unable to
shield themselves.

The Rosh Yeshiva shlita references R’ Elyah Lopian zatzal, who elaborates on the above Midrash. He
emphasises that the Korban Pesach offered in Mitzrayim has multiple facets, all highlighting the
actions of Klal Yisroel in overcoming the gods of the Mitzriyim.
< DT UTNY7 "wya (12:3) - The month chosen for this mitzvah was Nissan, as the mazal for this
month is the N7, lamb. Klal Yisroel were commanded to slaughter their Korban Pesach during
this time to eliminate the Mitzri idol at the peak of its influence.
¢ YWY YA TV NN 07 Nl (12:6) - Klal Yisroel were commanded to take the sheep four
days before its offering and tie it to their bedposts to infuriate the Mitzriyim, who understood
the disgraceful fate of their gods.
< DWW 2 Y NTY 70 7 Nk 100y (12:6) - Klal Yisroel were commanded to shecht the
Korban Pesach in a large gathering and in broad daylight, in full view of the Mitzriyim.
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 qQipynn V1 nHmM MY 7V 1201 0T N 1Ni771 (12:7) = Klal Yisroel were commanded to smear

the blood on their doorposts and lintel, making it clearly visible to any visitors.

27 V1 'Y 7V IR WK Y DX D ,0'02 7¢an 7Yl XY 10 179NR X (12:9) — Klal Yisroel

were instructed not to eat the Korban Pesach either raw or cooked in any way other than

roasting it. Furthermore, it had to be roasted whole and exposed. They were forbidden to hide

any part of it by consuming it raw, cutting it up, or cooking it in a covered pot. The proper

method of preparation required roasting the lamb entirely, ensuring that the aroma of the

meat was fully recognisable, signifying the sacrifice of their god.

< 272 TV 1m0 Nmin N7 (12:10) - Klal Yisroel were prohibited from delaying the consumption
of the meat of the Korban Pesach in order to avoid danger.

«* in43awn N7 oy (12:46) —Klal Yisroel were prohibited from breaking any of its bones to hide

what they were eating.
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To conclude, even though Klal Yisroel found themselves in a state of great danger, they were
commanded, DYT'A D77Nd 0D'7272 DD'7V1 DMAN DRINN INK 179NN NJI, So shall you eat it: your
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand (12:11). The nation was expected to
be ready to leave the land of Mitzrayim without any delay. This remarkable effort displayed by Klal
Yisroel, as they put themselves in danger and steadfastly trusted in Hashem's salvation, was the
greatest merit for them to deserve redemption.

The Shelah HaKadosh also elaborates on the topic of the Korban Pesach, emphasising its purpose: to
demonstrate that Hashem is the Almighty, surpassing any other supposed power on earth or in the
heavens. He reiterates many of the earlier points and adds an insight from the Zohar, stating that the
act of taking the Mitzriyim's god before offering it served as a three-day period during which their
avodah zorah was imprisoned. On the fourth day, it was judged and put to death by being slaughtered.
He describes this sight as the most painful punishment for the Mitzriyim, more so than anything else.

Furthermore, he explains that the command to roast the animal resonates with the law of burning
avodah zorah. The Korban Pesach was to be roasted, ianp 2v1 1'V13 7V iWN, its head, its legs, with
its innards, ensuring that everyone could clearly see the type of animal that was being disrespected.
Additionally, Klal Yisroel were instructed to eat the Korban Pesach only when they were satiated,
slowly and deliberately, rather than hastily or while still hungry. Lastly, they were not permitted to
break any bones, guaranteeing that the bones of the idol would be left strewn around in disgrace.

From the above, we gain a deeper insight into Klal Yisroel's inner avodah when offering the Korban
Pesach in Mitzrayim. They were risking their lives by publicly deriding the idols of the Mitzriyim and
placing their trust in Hashem. This faith in Hashem granted them the zechus to be saved. May we
strive to strengthen our emunah during these significant days, and may we merit the ultimate geulah
speedily.
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