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Speak to the Children of Yisroel and let them take for Me a portion, from every man whose heart will
motivate him you shall take My portion. This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, silver,
and copper ... They shall make Me a Sanctuary — so that | may dwell among them... (Shemos 25:2)

In this week’s Sidrah, Hashem commands Klal Yisroel to construct the Mishkan. Hashem requests that
the people generously provide the raw materials needed to create a dwelling place for the Shechinah.
Each individual is encouraged to contribute according to their ability and willingness, playing their
part in the building of the Mishkan.

R’ Shneur Kotler zaztal addresses the sequence of pessukim in the beginning of this week’s parshah,
which deal with the construction of the Mishkan. He raises an essential question. Logically, one would
expect the order of the commands from Hashem to Moshe to be reversed. The basic instruction of
YUTin "7 1wy should come first, as this is the primary objective of the building project. Next, the Torah
should detail the materials needed for its construction. Finally, it would make sense for the Torah to
explain how this extensive project would be financed - with the command of: nxn ,nnNNn 7 1Nj’|
i27 1227 WK WK 72. Donations were to be obtained from Klal Yisroel's outpouring of 27 n1a'T).

Why, then, does the Torah present these pessukim in the opposite order? It begins with the command
for contributions from Klal Yisroel, followed by the required materials, and only at the end does it
reveal the ultimate mission: creating a dwelling place for the Shechinah.

The Rosh Yeshiva shlita addresses this question by drawing on an insight from the Vilna Gaon, which
offers a new perspective on the construction of the Mishkan and subsequent Beis HaMikdash. The
Gaon (Shir HaShirim 1:17) interprets the possuk of DN 'MW WTn 7 1wy, They shall make Me a
Sanctuary — so that | may dwell among them, as referring to Hashem dwelling in the hearts of Klal
Yisroel. He explains that the true abode for the Shechinah is within our hearts. However, this is only
possible when there is a unifying factor for all of Klal Yisroel. Hashem chose a single location, such as
the Mishkan or the Beis HaMikdash, to serve as a central focal point for all of Klal Yisroel. This site
acts as a common ground, bringing everyone together. When the nation unites and wholeheartedly
contributes to the same sacred cause, it creates a powerful alliance and connection among all
members of Klal Yisroel, allowing the Shechinah to dwell among them.

He explains that this united mission and the three facets of 'n NnanX were essential in creating a
dwelling place for Hashem. To succeed, it required an expression of: 3227 722! J'i77x 'n NX NN
TN 72213 W92 79212, You shall love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart, 2all your soul, and 3all
your resources (Devarim 6:5). Klal Yisroel’s contributions, reflecting their heartfelt generosity, were
an expression of 3TRA 72213 7227 7221, with all your heart, and all your resources. The third element,

Y91 7222, with all your soul, was fulfilled by those who worked on the actual construction. As Chazal




(Berachos 55b) teach, those involved in the sacred task of producing the Mishkan and its vessels
infused it with holy intentions and profound meanings, thereby achieving the aspect of q¥91 773,
with all your soul.

We further find in the Gemara (Berachos 30a) how the Beis HaMikdash served as a unifying force,
bringing all of Klal Yisroel together. The possuk (Shir HaShirim 4:4) refers to the Beis HaMikdash as
NiF9NY 112 NN TIT 77213, (lit.) Your neck is the Tower of Dovid, built as a landmark. The Gemara
interprets the word ni"a%n to mean the 7n, elevation, toward which all ni*a, mouths, turn. From this
possuk, Chazal derive the following halachah: A person who is outside of Eretz Yisroel should turn
towards Eretz Yisroel; a person who is in Eretz Yisroel should turn towards Yerushalayim; a person
who is in Yerushalayim should turn towards the Beis HaMikdash; and a person who is in the Beis
HaMikdash should turn towards the Kodesh HaKedoshim. In this way, all of Klal Yisroel will direct their
hearts toward one place.

The Meforshim further explain the comparison of the Beis HaMikdash to the AX|¥, neck. The neck of
a person contains crucial structures, such as the trachea and oesophagus, which allow air and food
to enter the body, ensuring survival. Similarly, the Mikdash served as a vital channel for bringing both
spiritual and material blessings from Heaven, bestowing them upon Klal Yisroel.

With this background, the Rosh Yeshivah explains the sequence of commands regarding the Mishkan
and its construction. The objective was not merely to build a Mishkan using the contributions of the
nation. Instead, the goal was for Hashem to dwell His Shechinah within each individual, something
only achievable if there is a unifying mission among all members of Klal Yisroel. Thus, the aim was to
create Nin27n TN'X among the nation, encouraging everyone to contribute wholeheartedly and
work together toward a common spiritual purpose.

As a result, the first commandment was npin 7 1N, since this was the critical step that would
enable the spiritual endeavour of creating the Mishkan. The actual command of WTin "7 1wy| simply
served as a means to bring this unity to fruition through a collaborative project that united the nation,
and thus this command was given later in the parshah.

Join us next week, Sunday and Monday, 22-23 Feb, as friends and supporters of
Torah and Gateshead Yeshiva come together for an incredible outpouring of
appreciation for Torah! Let's unite in this collaborative effort, motivated by our
wholehearted 2% n1a'T), to support the Yeshiva's mission and amplify its global
impact in learning and teaching Torah.

Together, 'n NATY], your participation will ensure the success of this noble cause.
Let's demonstrate our commitment to Torah and rise to this occasion!

This Devar Torah is adapted from 2x 'TIN N'92V1 190 and is presented by the Gateshead Yeshiva Alumni Association. To
receive by email, please register your interest by sending an email to parshasheet@gyalumni.org.
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