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Then Yakov took a vow, saying, “If Hashem will be with me, will guard me on this way that | am going;
will give me bread to eat and clothes to wear, and | will return in peace to my father’s house, and
Hashem will be a God to me — then this stone which | have set up as a pillar shall become a house of
Hashem, and whatever You will give me, | shall repeatedly tithe it to You.” (Bereishis 28:20-22)
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Rashi: In peace. Whole from sin, that | shall not learn from the ways of Lovon.
And Hashem will be a God to me. That His name will rest upon me from beginning to end, that no
defect should be found in my offspring.

The parshah tells the story of Yakov's departure from his parents’ home, where he had a vision from
Hashem who promised him that he would never be alone on his journey. Hashem assured him that
He would protect and support him along the way. After waking up, Yakov made a vow to Hashem that
if He kept His promises, Yakov would build a House of Hashem and give ma'aser. Rashi explains that
Yakov's conditions were based on what Hashem had promised him in the dream - to guard him,
sustain him, and return him home to his father.

However, Yakov's condition of ni?¢a 'mavil, and | will return in peace, seems inconsistent with the
others. Rashi explains that this condition means that Yakov would return n7v - free of defect caused
by sin. But the Mizrachi questions why Yakov felt the need to introduce a new clause in the stipulation
that Hashem had not mentioned in the dream.

Furthermore, the Meforshim question why Yakov says 'Tay D'77x n'n' ox, If Hashem will be with
me, as though he is in doubt, since Hashem had promised these things to Yakov?

The Malbim explains that Yakov was certainly confident that all of Hashem's assurances would be
fulfilled. Rather, Yakov innovated with the promise by adding the clause of D777 "7 'n N, and
Hashem will be a God to me. Yakov was acknowledging that undeniably Hashem’s guarantee would
be realized since the promise of protection was that he be saved from physical harm, something that
is completely in Hashem’s hands. Here, however, Yakov sought assurance for his spiritual welfare.
Since he knew, as Chazal (Berachos 33b) say: D'y NXY' yIn DY 'TA 750, Everything is in the
hands of Heaven except for the fear of Heaven, Yakov was afraid that he might not merit the spiritual
armour required to survive his stay with Lovon. Therefore, he stipulated that only if he spiritually
survives this perilous stopover by Lovon, would all the bountiful promises of Hashem have a purpose.
If he were to chas v’shalom fall in madreigah, all the blessings would be in vain and he would no
longer fulfil his vow.




We see here, from Yakov Avinu, something remarkable. He recognised that all these wonderful
blessings of protection and sustenance were important, but only if they helped him in his Avodas
Hashem. All the world's pleasures were of no use to him if they could not bring him closer to his
ultimate goal of fulfilling the will of Hashem. He was therefore requesting Hashem’s assistance to
guide and help him remain loyal even in the face of difficulty.

This concept is demonstrated in what we say daily at the end of Shacharis: ,in1in2 112% NNY' XN
N7027 T2 N71,i77 van N7 jyn7 ,0%¢ 1272 iy ixd niwyy) Nk’ inanx 1272 ow'l, May He
open our heart through His Torah and imbue our heart with love and awe of Him and that we may do
His will and serve Him wholeheartedly, so that we do not struggle in vain nor produce for futility. In
this tefillah, we are proclaiming that our purpose in living is to do the will of Hashem. Without serving
Hashem, life is worthless and all our toil is pointless. This is what Yakov affirmed: All Hashem'’s
kindness to man is worthless if one is unable to serve Him.

With this background the Mizrachi’s difficulty can now be resolved. This stipulation that he should be
n'7¢, whole, from sin is crucial for Yakov’s vow. Yakov was specifying that even if he were to receive
physical security and sustenance from Hashem, he would not be able to feel total gratitude to Hashem
if he was defected through sin. Yakov placed great importance on spiritual wholesomeness, and
without it, he would have felt severely lacking and not obliged to keep his part of the vow.

We can obtain from here a most crucial lesson. All the gifts and kindness that Hashem gives us are
only valuable if we use them to serve Him. If we don't, all our work and even our existence is
unfortunately pointless. May Hashem grant us all the goodness we need, enabling us to serve Him
and do His will 0¥ 273, and by doing so we will be able to lead a productive life!




